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2903 November 30, 1900 

Under such circumstances as these it is easy to understand how a mild 
type of yellow fever could become widespread, and yet the knowledge 
of it remain concealed. 

Respectfully, C. P. Wertenbaker, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

Instructions to steamship companies at Astoria concerning the shipment of 
certain articles from China and Japan. 

Columbia River Quarantine Station, 

Astoria, Oreg., November 20, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Bureau letter (A. 
M. W., G.), November 15, 1900, relative to the disinfection of fresh fruit 
products from China and Japan, and the instructions given to the 
steamship companies regarding the same. I inclose herewith copies of 
letters on this subject to T. M. Stevens & Co., and the Northern Pacific 
Steamship Company. The latter firm has been running a line of 
steamers from Hongkong, and after the disinfection of lily bulbs, yams, 
and salt eggs, packed in loam last January, has not been shipping these 
articles as a rule. 
T. M. Stevens & Co. have only recently put on a line of steamers. 
Respectfully, Hill Hastings, 

Assistant Surgeon, V. S. M. H. S. 

[Inclosure.] 

Columbia Riveb Quarantine Station, 

Astoria, Oreg., November IS, 1900. 
Sie : I beg to call your attention to certain requirements affecting the importation of 
fresh fruit products packed in loam from China and Japan, in order to prevent deten- 
tion of steamers of your line in quarantine at this station. 

The following articles require disinfection before they can be admitted, viz, water 
chestnuts, salt eggs packed in loam, yams, lily bulbs, and similar fresh fruit products 
from China and Japan, unless the same are accompanied by a certificate from the 
Marine-Hospital Service officer at the port of departure, stating that these articles do not 
come from a district where plague is epidemic, and are free from infection. If the 
certificate can not be obtained it will be necessary to disinfect here, and I would sug- 
gest that such articles be so placed in the loading of the ship that they can be got at 
without delay. 

Respectfully, Hill Hastings, 

Assistant Surgeon U. 8. M. S. 8., United States Quarantine Officer. 
T. M. Stevens & Co., Importers and Shippers, Portland, Oreg. 

Columbia River Quarantine Station, 

Astoria, Oreg., October S, 1900. 
Sir : Relative to the shipment from China of lily bulbs, yams, salt 
eggs, and other fresh fruit products packed in soil, I am instructed to 
pass for the present without disinfection only such shipments as are 
viseed by the Marine-Hospital Service officer at Hongkong, and his 
certificate, specifying these articles, will be given, attached to the bill 
of health, when, in his opinion, such articles do not need disinfection. 
Respectfully, Hill Hastings, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S., 

United States Quarantine Officer. 
Northern Pacific Steamship Company, 

Mr. Frank Woolset, Manager, Portland, Oreg. 



